8/29/2012

Worldview Apologetics
Dr. James Anderson
Matthews OPC, Summer 2012
Week 10: Roman Catholicism

Roman Catholicism: The Basic Idea
Salvation comes through Christ and the RCC.
“There is one Universal Church of the faithful, outside of
which there is absolutely no salvation.”
Canon 1, Fourth Lateran Council (1215)
“The Church in this world is the sacrament of salvation,
the sign and instrument of the communion of God and
men.”
Catechism of the Catholic Church (1995)

A Brief History of Roman Catholicism
• Increasing prominence of the Bishop of Rome
• Permanent split with Eastern Church (1054)
• Protestant Reformation (16thC)
– Counter-Reformation: Council of Trent (1545-63)

• First Vatican Council (1869-70)
– Official declaration of papal infallibility

• Second Vatican Council (1962-65)
– Openness to salvation outside the RCC
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Roman Catholicism: Theology
• There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
• God is a transcendent, perfect, spiritual being
– God is all-powerful, all-good, and all-knowing

•
•
•
•
•

God created the universe ex nihilo
God created for his glory and our happiness
God is in providential control of history
God is intimately involved in human affairs
We can have a personal relationship with God

Roman Catholicism: Anthropology
•
•
•
•

Humans were created by God in his image
We have bodies and souls that survive death
Our purpose in life is a relationship with God
We are born sinful by nature (original sin)
– There was a historical fall into sin at the beginning

• There will be a final judgment and afterlife
– Good Catholics will go to heaven (via purgatory)
– Some others will go to heaven and the rest to hell

Roman Catholicism: Knowledge
• Both natural revelation and special revelation
• Two forms of the Word of God
– Sacred Scripture (including the Apocrypha)
– Sacred Tradition

• Church must give authoritative interpretation
– Christians have no right to “private interpretation”
– Popes and Councils can infallibly define doctrine
– Official teachings of RCC are binding on Christians

2

8/29/2012

Roman Catholicism: Knowledge
WORD OF GOD
SACRED SCRIPTURE

SACRED TRADITION

MAGISTERIUM
(Pope + Bishops)

Roman Catholicism: Ethics
• Morality is based on the revealed will of God
• Christian ethics derived from three sources:
– Natural Law / Scripture / Tradition

• Conservative social ethics (esp. sexual issues)
– Marriage is sacred and divorce is always sinful

• Human life is sacred from conception
– Opposition to abortion and capital punishment
– Use of contraception is sinful (even a mortal sin)

Roman Catholicism: Salvation
• Our basic problem is... sin
• The solution to the problem is… sanctification
• Justification based on inherent righteousness
– We are justified by faith and meritorious works
– Only by divine grace can we merit eternal life

• Baptism regenerates and removes original sin
• Sacraments provide more sanctifying grace
• Passion of Christ purchased a ‘fund’ of grace

3

8/29/2012

Tool #1: Consistency
• Can anyone be saved outside of the RCC?
“There is one Universal Church of the faithful, outside of
which there is absolutely no salvation.”
Pope Innocent III, Fourth Lateran Council (1215)
“Furthermore, we declare, we proclaim, we define that it
is absolutely necessary for salvation that every human
creature be subject to the Roman Pontiff.”
Pope Boniface VIII, Unam Sanctam (1302)

Tool #1: Consistency
• Can anyone be saved outside of the RCC?
“The most Holy Roman Church firmly believes, professes and
preaches that none of those existing outside the Catholic
Church, not only pagans, but also Jews and heretics and
schismatics, can have a share in life eternal; but that they will go
into the eternal fire which was prepared for the devil and his
angels, unless before death they are joined with Her… No one,
let his almsgiving be as great as it may, no one, even if he pour
out his blood for the Name of Christ, can be saved, unless he
remain within the bosom and the unity of the Catholic Church.”
Pope Eugene IV, Cantate Domino, Council of Florence (1441)

Tool #1: Consistency
• Can anyone be saved outside of the RCC?
“But the plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the Creator.
In the first place amongst these there are the Mohammedans, who,
professing to hold the faith of Abraham, along with us adore the one and
merciful God, who on the last day will judge mankind. Nor is God far distant
from those who in shadows and images seek the unknown God, for it is He
who gives to all men life and breath and all things, and as Saviour wills that all
men be saved. Those also can attain to salvation who through no fault of their
own do not know the Gospel of Christ or His Church, yet sincerely seek God
and moved by grace strive by their deeds to do His will as it is known to them
through the dictates of conscience.”
Lumen Gentium, Second Vatican Council (1964)
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Tool #1: Consistency
• Can we be saved by grace and by works?
– Grace and works are antithetical in the NT
“Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but
as his due. And to the one who does not work but believes in him
who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness.”
(Rom. 4:4-5)
“But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise
grace would no longer be grace.” (Rom. 11:6)
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9)

Tool #1: Consistency
• What does the Bible teach about justification?
– Whose righteousness should we put our trust in?

• The teaching of Paul: Rom. 4:4-5; Phil. 3:4-9
• The teaching of Jesus: Luke 18:9-14
– Pharisee: trusted in his own righteousness
• Note: he credited his righteousness to divine grace!

– Tax Collector: didn’t trust in his own righteousness
– Which of the two men was “justified” (v. 14)?

Tool #8: Hope
• Can Christians have assurance of salvation?
– What point in our lives determines our destiny?

• Roman Catholic view:
– Justifying faith does not guarantee salvation
– Justification is progressive and can be lost

• New Testament view:
– Justification is a decisive act of God (Rom. 5:1-11)
– Justification guarantees salvation (Rom. 8:30-39)
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